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The September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States brought the issue of terrorism to the

forefront of American attention and controversy. To determine how to prevent further destruction, it

is necessary to understand the shadowy phenomenon that causes it. Who are the terrorists? What

are their motives? What are the roots of this form of violence, and will it come to an end? What

exactly is terrorism?
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Jack Levin is the Irving and Betty Brudnick Professor of Sociology and Criminology at Northeastern
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Social Research, The Functions of Prejudice, Gossip: The Inside Scoop, Hate Crimes: The Rising

Tide of Bigotry and Bloodshed, and Overkill: Mass Murder and Serial Killing Exposed. Levin's work
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